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One thing's for sure... Broke[N]Blue certainly have it all out in the open with "The Waiting". It's an unshameful display of pure AOR/Melodic Hardrock of the 80's and their bandwagon status is definitely still a very clean sheet. They haven't 'sold out' in other words!!! OK... they ain't blessed with wondrous visions of orginallity either, but as long as you keep it somewhat catchy, I'm not going to bite their heads off. I'm a major fan of 'dut-dut' keyboards anyhow and they do have a advantage towards other acts with their mixed female/male vocals. 

They have done wonders with the sound however, keeping in mind that we're talking about a rather low-budget, self-production. Tracks like "Perfect Match" and "How Does It Feel" really stands as AOR tunes in its own right, retaining much of the Wilson-sisters 'Heart' sound during mid-80's. However, I'm not fully pleased with "The Waiting" as it feels a tad *too* safe at times. There's nothing wrong with staying true to their colours, but where's the hunger and passion for adventure, a walk on the wild-side??? 

I know many hardcore AOR fans will get a kick outta this and please don't get me wrong, I do enjoy certain parts of "The Waiting" very much indeed. In fact, "Rivers Are Calling" had me thinking about a rougher version of Roxette, where Peter handles the verse and Eva takes lead during the excellent refrain. I miss however a couple of really strong choruses that will stay in your head for days. "Endlessly" and "Midnite Show" are however two great examples of Swedish AOR at its best. Bottomline: It's a solid AOR CD and you will probably still enjoy this, if you thought highly of the debut. 

	 


